Volume 21 January-December 1989 
BUTANE-PROPANE NEWS 


ANNUAL INDEX 


BEYOND THE MAINS 


CARBURETION 
Colorado Students Prepare Alternative-Fuel Car For Marathon 
DOE Chief Tours LP-Gas Taxi Fleet 
Los Angeles Times Fleet Conversion Earns Special Award From 
SCAQMD 
Propane-Fueled Car Records Good Marks in Alternative-Fuel Testing . . .April 25 
Propane-Powered Vehicles Dot Washington D.C.’s Capitol Grounds ....Nov. 27 


COGENERATION 

AGA Study Finds Gas-Based ion Preferable 

Electric Plants With Worst SO, Could Improve With Co-Firing 
First Northeast Cogeneration Exposition Scheduled For November 
Largest Cogeneration Plant On East Coast Ready To Operate 


COMMENT 

A New Face That’s Worth Watching 

A Poor Substitute 

Are Trees And LPG Good Or Bad? Jan. 11 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Enough Ambulance Chasing Is Enough 

Glaring Omission 

Horror Stories Without End 

How Do You Do The Impossible? ..................220cee eee Feb. 16 
Methanol Is In The Wrong Arena 

Mr. Nader Shows His True Colors 

Needed: A Little Common Sense 

No Saudi Oil For SPR 

Richter Madness 

Seeing The Light 

Still A Champion Among Boondoggles 

That Was A Mighty Expensive Tank 

The ‘‘Salad Days’’ Of Alternative Fuels 

The Sky’s Still The Limit 

This Will Really Curl Your Hair 

Welcome, Strange Bedfellows 

We’re Strictly Neutral On This One 

Where Have All The Numbers Gone? ................2...-005- May 14 


ENERGY SPECTRUM/OTHER FUELS 

AGA‘s Baly Stresses Importance of Natural Gas R&D 

AGA Forms Gas Cooling Center 

Automotive Road Rally To Spotlight Use Of Methanol 

California Energy Commission Takes Step In War On Smog 

Chemical Waste Oil Recovery Found Environmentally Sound 

Columbia Gas, Shell Oil Agree On Cove Point LNG Terminal 

CSX Sells Natural Gas Pipeline To Transco Energy Co. .............. Feb. 44 
East Coast Oil Exploration Plans Expected To Stir Up Protest 

GRI Initiates Research Into ‘‘Sub-quality’’ Natural Gas 

Is Shrinking Gas Bubble The Cause Of Rising Prices? ................ Feb. 44 
Is The ‘‘Hydrogen Economy”’ Just Around The Corner?.............. April 10 
McDonald’s and Burger King Could Fuel More Than Stomachs 

Natural Gas Has Gone On ‘‘The Marketing Offensive’’ 

Natural Gas Heating Conversions Up For Fifth Year 

Natural Gas Reserve Additions For 1988 Rose Significantly Over ’87 

New Study Points Out Drawbacks Of Methanol As Alternative Fuel 

Offshore Oil and Gas Lease Prices Plummet 

Oryx Energy Reports Gas Discovery In The Gulf Of Mexico Off Texas. . . 
Potential Gas Committee Unveils Report On Natural Gas Reserve 

Soybean Shows Potential As Gasoline Alternative 

Will This Be The Year That Natural Gas Is Deregulated? 

Wood Burning Is No Great Bargain, Fireplace Fuel Cost Survey Shows .Feb. 31 


December 1989 


HISTORY/FORECASTS 


INTERNATIONAL 

AEGPL Looks Toward Common Market With Many Questions 
AEGPL Program Looks Toward Single Market 

AEGPL Works To Standardize Industry As European Common 


Antwerp Terminal To Handle Himont Product 
Australian Official Urges More Investment 
Australia’s LP-Gas Industry Faces The Challenge Of Change 
Distrigas Plans To Import Algerian LNG 
ECE Sponsors Symposium On Storage Developments 
Explosion In U.S.S.R. Triggered By LP-Gas 
Fighting Deforestation and Wood Shortages With LP-Gas Stoves 
Four Challenges Facing Industry Enunciated At P&G Seminars a 
International LNG Conference Will Cover 25 Years Of World Growth . .June 30 
LPG Marketing In Nigeria: Huge Potential In A Nation Of Over 
100 Million People 
Korean LPG 
“‘LPG Gas ’89”’ Readies For Big Turnout In U.K. ‘April 
LP-Gas Use Grows Steadily In India 
Marketers Of LPG In Japan Start Campaign 
Mission Of the 1989 World Forum: Bringing The Total Picture 
Propane Exceeds Oil In Funding From Canadian Government 


Propane-Fueled Australian Boat Claims Record 
Propane Industry Veterans Get Rare Peek At LP-Gas Behind 


Utag Holding Enjoys Commanding Position In European Market 
West Germany’s LPG Incident Response System 
World LPG Conference Promises To Be Stimulating And Informative . . Sept. 


MANAGEMENT 
Heritage Propane Makes First Buy, Also Names Jack Capps a Director . .Oct. 44 
Unusual Pact Enables LPG Supplier And Customers To Help : 


MARKETING 


_ Birwag Hopes To Offer Upscale Users The ‘‘Ultimate’’ In 


David Fights Back (Or Was It Goliath)? 

Food Service Brochure Offers Sales Ammunition J 
Gas Light Manufacturers Dealers To Plug Back In. . .Oct. 35 
LP-Gas Dealer Scores A Hit In Midwest With Restored Old Bobtail Oct. 27 


Behm Caps Half Century In Business With Surprise Change In 
DeWitt Survey Highlights Views On Propane Conversions.............June 12 
; Johnstown (Pa.) Suburban Gas Co. Celebrates 50 Years In Business. . . . .June 36 
Looking Back at 50+ Years In The Propane Business.................Jam. 19 
Looking Back...The Early War Years 41 
For Employees, Total Security ...............ccccccccccccccccccees duly 3 Looking Back, 1947-50: The Longest Hangover .....................May 41 
NPGA Graaps The Looking Back: 1966-70. Ag Flaming Sputters, Carburetion Is Reborn . . .Sept. 37 
Overall Demand For Energy In U.S. Expected To Decline In 1989.....April 10 
Something New To Worry About...................ecceeeeeee eee ee Feb. 3 Predictions Differ On Upcoming Changes In Ethylene Prices ..........April 10 
Prospects For A Sizeable Increase In Motor Fuel Usage In The West .. .June 25 
Those Clouded Crystal Balls ss Oct. 3 RPC: Expect Vast Changes In LPG April 48 
Simonsen Mfg. Stages Local Fest To Celebrate 60 Years In Business... .Oct. 27 
Slow Growth In Natural Gas Use Forecast For The 1990s ............April 52 
The Greenhouse Effect: Has It Begun...Or Hasn’t It? ...............March 30 
The Perpetual Crisis: 1976-1980 ee 43 
INSURANCE AND LEGAL 
CED Urges Overhaul Of U.S. Liability System ......................Jume 24 
Crisis In Tort Awards And Liability Laws Galvanizes Crusade 
D.C.-Based Business/Political Group Spearheads Reforms .............June 22 
pone Law Firm Launches Newsletter To Spotlight Propane Litigation ........June 23 . 
aie ca p 8 New Reinsurer Sought For LPG Group As Nobel Loses $18 Million ....May 30 
Propane Aad The Law 
The Dividends of Customer 20 
Will This Be The Year For Tort Reform?.........................Mareh 39 
Aug. 42 
ees -March 39 
34 
32 
36 
42 
Butane Irons Help Amish Maintain Simple Life .....................Aug. 45 
Colorado Retailers Group Helps LPG Marketers Promote Motor 
NPGA, Gas Companies Battle Back To Squelch Controversial 
35 


NYPGA Works With Energy Office To Develop 


Market For 
Wolke Uving Wing To Said. Feb. 32 


NEWS 
A Nasty Wind Also Blows Some Good Upon The Propane Folks 
In Charleston 


Are DOT’s Administrative Fees Actually Taxes? .................+5- April 18 
Australian Energy Company Invades Hawaii 

Automakers May Be Gearing Up For Pollution Control, At Last 

BHP Of Australia Acquires Pacific Resources, Inc. For $400 Million . . 

Blossman Purchases Ware Oil; 


Gee Perm To Sunt tip 
Canadian Government To Loan Money To Soligaz Project 
Canadian LPG Reserves Up, Oil and Gas Reserves Decline 
Census Bureau Modifies Home Fuels Queries 
Committee Urges NPGA To Hire Motor Fuel Lobbyist 
Conoco Dedicates Terminal In Belle, Mo. ................-.- Feb. 12 
Court Finds Plaintiff Responsible For Actions 
CSXT and SP Join Forces To Build Bulk Terminals In 15 States 
Detroit Hedges On Alternative Fuel Autos As Smog Pollution Worsens . .June 35 
Diamond Shamrock To Operate Xral and Xcel Storage Operations 
ECE Symposium on Underground NG/LPG Storage Set For Paris 
Enron’s New Three Rivers To Pump Out 220,000 Gal./Day 
EPA Contests Gas Processors’ Stand On Effects Of Changed 
RVP Ratings 


Ferrellgas Acquires Eight Retail Locations 

Fires From Portable Electric Heaters Hit Highest Level Since '80 

GAMA Meeting To Offer Ideas On Impact Of European Unification. ..March 19 
Gas Byproducts Recovery Plant Set For Corpus Christi 

GPA Contracts For Study On Human Response To Odorants 
Hatch & Kirk Expands Alternative Fuels Service In California 

Hatch & Kirk Starts New Facility For Gaseous Fuel Conversion Parts .. . 
Heritage Acquires Two More LP-Gas Marketers 

Hydrocarbon Leak Is Blamed For Phillips Plant Explosion 

ICC Tightens Requirements For Trucker Licensing 

INGAA, AGA Agree On Acid Rain Legislati 

James , Investment Firm Establish Heritage Propane 

Kentucky Law Credited With Fewer Tank-Filling Violations 

Land Commissioner Supports The Use Of Alternative Fuels 

LPG Industry Not Seriously Affected By California Earthquake 

LPG Industry Spokesmen Present Testimony To House Subcommittee ... 

LPG RRG Retains Lloyds Of London And Others As Reinsurers 

Marysville Fractionation Plant Up and Running 

Mauch Assumes NPGA Presidency; Convention Honors Industry Efforts .June 19 
Mauch Chides Administration For Proposals On Air Pollution 
Mauch Sees Healthy Outlook Continuing For LPG Retailers 

Natural Gas Pipeline On Front Burner Again For Vancouver Island ’ 
New LPG Wholesaler Joins With Coast Energy To Build RR Terminal . .June 17 
New Membership Dues Plan Draws Support and Some Opposition 

New NPGA Safety Bulletins Available; Association Moves 

New Rail Facility Championed As Key To Efficient LPG 

Shipping In West 

New Storage Tank Rules For Indiana Owners 

New Subsidiary Of Coast Gas, Inc. Formed For Natural Gas Liquids .. May 16 
Nigeria Enters U.S. Refining Venture With Farmland Industries 

Noeff’s Carburetion Establishes Branch To Serve Canadian Markets 

NPGA Kicks Off Special Contest For Best Marketing Efforts 

NPGA Membership Being Briefed On Proposed New Dues Format 

NPGA Set To Stage Governmental Affairs Conference In Washington. .. 

Ohio Marketers Win Permission To Levy Service Fee On Refills 

Oryx Energy Co. Increases LP-Gas Capacity With Three New Plants . . 

OSHA To Monitor Compliance Of Hazard Communication Standards . . 

Paraco Acquires Ideal Staging Ground To Compete With N.Y. Utilities “Nov. 31 
Petro-Canada To Pay $265 Million Plus For ICG Propane In Split-Up ..Aug. 12 
Petrolane Plus Tropigas Tops 1 Billion Gal. In Sales. . .. March 
Petrolane Supplies Instantaneous Water Heaters That Help Save 

Lives Of Oil-Soaked Birds 


Propane Exonerated From Blame As Cause of Blast In Montana 
Proposed Changes In Fire Codes Under Consideration By NFPA 
Rheem Australia To Market Kitchen Appliances In U.S.............. March 16 


Toute Sends Pies OF To 
The World’s First Two-Stroke LP-Gas Outboard Makes Splash 


Truck Involved In Fatal Crash Had Just Passed Inspection 
UGI Completes Sale To BOC Group Division 

UGI’s AmeriGas Unit To Buy Florida Marketer 

UPS Starts Test Of Natural Gas Vehicles, Cites Poor LPG Data 


REGULATORY 
CPSC Concludes That 20-Lb LP-Gas Systems ‘‘Not A Major Problem’’ .Feb. 23 
CPSC Scuttles Efforts To Permit Below-Grade Appliances 

Questions 


Marine And Pipeline Terminals Standard Added To NFPA 58 
Marketers Warned They Could Lose Trucks If Substance Abuse Is 


ing 
NPGA Will Adopt Model Gas Board 
OSHA Publishes Rule Booklet On Access To Medical Records 
U.S./Canada Units Seek To Mandate Quick-Disconnect Cylinder 


SAFETY 
Auto Traffic Makes Detour While LPG, Fire Teams Hold Practice Drill .Dec. 31 
CPSC Survey Identifies Unsafe Heating Equipment a 
GAS Check Program Enjoys Boost From Insurance Incentives, New 

Leadership 
How Not To Store And Use An LP-Gas Cylinder 
NPGA Alerts Members About Growing Awareness Of LPG By 


NPGA Offers Revised ‘‘No-One-Home”’ Notice, Regional Home 
Ec Computer 
NYLPGA Moves To Establish US. Propane Incident Response Team. . 
Propane Dealer Preaches, Practices Safety: Employees, Customers 
Get Education 


Feb. 36 


Unvented Space Heaters, Now Safer Than Ever, Seen As Key To 
Home Fuel Savings 
Warren/Chevron Shouts ‘‘All Aboard!’’ For Unusual Rail Car 


SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

Always Room For More 

Cost Factor And Down Time Affect Tank Car Fleet’s Growth 

Low Crude, Gas Prices Revive Houston’s Economy As Petchems Reign Jan. 27 
Myers Tells Canadians, ‘‘We’re Partners In Alternative Fuels”’ 

Pipeline Projects Recommended For Power-Short Northeast U.S. ....... Jan. 29 
Plentiful Supply Of Propane Seen 

Rail Tank Car Fleets Are Aging; Is A Shortage Immi 

Survey Shows Propane Dealers Slowly Regaining Business Lost To 


With Vapor Pressure Cutback Due Soon, Will Surplus Butane Find 


TECHNICAL 

Farmers Demonstrate How LPG Can Help Burn Weeds é 
Greenhouse Threat Divides Ranks Into Believers and Non-Believers ....Aug. 37 
Multiple Distributed Control Systems Integrated At LPG Terminal 

New Fireplace Colorant Solves Old Problem With Esthetics, Emissions Sept. 33 
Propane Keeps The Irrigation Pumps Humming For Nebraska Farmers . .Oct. 32 
The Multi-Lobed Tank: A Logical Design For Large Storage Vessels .. Pong 
The Operation Of LPG Relief Valves 

Will Heat Treatment And Purged Cylinders Stop Odorant Fade? 

Worldwide Development Of Mounded LP-Gas Storage: 


En Propane Publications . March 38 Phillips Negotiating Joint Venture With Two Far East Firms ...........May 19 
Petchems Make Money By Converting 4-Cent LPGs Into $1 Fiber ......Feb. 12 Physician Sets Records In Propane-Powered Balloon ..................June 36 
Phillips 66 Sponsors Its Biennial Trade Show And Convention Professionalism Is Theme Of Canadian Transportation Confab ..........Oct. 12 

For LP-Gas Marketers 33 Propane Comes To The Rescue In Effort To Protect Alaskan Birds......July 36 
Robertshaw Issues New Recall Announcements.....................-Sept. 12 
Select NPGA Committees Divulge Strategies At Palm Springs Meeting . . April 31 
Study Highlights Improvements In Emissions In Natural Gas Vehicles... April 19 ; 
. . -r+eeesNov. 38 Sweeping Actions To Cut West Coast Air Pollution Agreed Upon ......May 16 
After A Period Of Decline From Natural Gas Penetration, LPG Synergy Acquires 102 Branches While Skelgas Adds Eight...........March 19 
In Arkansas Seems To Be Stabilizing ............................ Sept. 24 Teeco Products, Inc. Purchases Pacific Carburetion Assemblies.......: .June 17 
AGA Gas Conference To Focus On Energy Issues ..................-Oct. 12 ......eMarch 18 
AGA Program Tests Prototype Appliances, Unusual Applications .......May 19 en 
Alternate Motor Fuels Legislation Passes Texas Lawmakers ............Oct. 13 
AmeriGas Intends To Buy Utility Propane Co. For $22 Million........ .July Down Under 
AmeriGas Sells 50% Ownership Of Matheson To Nippon Sanso K.K. ...July 14 ae 
AmeriGas Used Quick Integration Of Services In CalGas Takeover... ...July 19 ee eAug. 11 
. Utility Propane Acquired By AmeriGas After Shareholders’ Vote.......Nov. 13 
Will California’s Clean Air Rules Be Enforced Elsewhere?...........March 20 
WLGA Awarded Propane Conversion Contract By SCAQMD .........Nov. 12 
British Petroleum Sells Assets, Cuts Staffs .........................-Oet. 14 
California Marketers Advised To Warn About Toxic Chemicals ........Feb. 11 
California Pollution Watchdog Study Finds BBQ Fluids Very Polluting ..Nov. 14 
20 
.... April 35 
NPGA, AGA Petition FMHA For Rule Change On Home Air 
dam. 36 
47 
Fear Of “‘Techno-Terrorism’’ Prompts Warning To Energy Providers .. .July 21 
Ferrell And BP Oil Reach Agreement On Propane Marketing..........April 12 ; 
. .Feb. 40 
. April 38 
R, For RV Safety: Maybe A GAS Check Program Would Cure 
Safety Worth The Investment Oct. 42 
WLGA Re-Kindles Fire Safety Schools To Build Firefighters’ LPG 
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